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THEN I firſt habit that 2 
| Bill was intended to be 
brought into Parliament 
this Seſſion, for Regulating 
ELECTIONS, in the 
c 7 Tr of London, and for preſerving the 
Peace, good Order, and Government of the | 
ſaid City, T muſt confeſs it gave me 2. 
very ſenſible Pleaſure. I knew well that 

ſuch an AQ of Parliament had been long 
wanting, and often wiſh'd for; and I 
knew ew that many worthy Citi⸗ 
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zens had veg long endeavouring to aud 
out proper Expedients to obtain "WC, 
Law, but 5 they had always met wit 
ſo many, and ſuch great Difficulties in 
their Way, as had fender'd their At- 
tempts Wy ineffectual. | 


I was the more pleaſed wich the 
hs of this Bill, becauſe T found 
t propoſed at a Time, and from a J 
ky whence I leaſt expected i it; the 
very Title of it added to my Satisfacti- 
on, as it ſeemed to promiſe to go to 
the Bottom of the Grievance, an 

I had not the leaſt Reaſon to 7 

but that the Body of the 3 woul 
make good 3 its Title, = ” 9 5 A 


1 


A 8 ſoon ann a5 ic came - into the 
Houle of Commons, F did with an Ea- 
gerneſs becoming a Liveryman- and 2 
Well-wiſker of this City, make it my 
Buſineſs to procure a Copy of it; .and I 
never reſted till I gained my End; 1 
read it with great Greedineſs, but 1 
muſt own to you, that I never found 


myſelf more NY diſappointed. 13 
F 0 R 


1 


(7) 


rr : i 


FOR in in dhe Save the Bll ap — — 


1 to me, it propoſed no. Piehl and 
| ſeemed not to bave the leaſt Tendency 


towards regulating our Elections, but 


ſeemed rather to have been calculated | 


for c quite different Purpoſes; and inſtead 


of preſerving the Peace, good Order, and 


Government af the City, it ſeemed as 
if it were manifeſtly intended to throw 
the while into Confuſion. 1 
LY ai ; 
THE Bil 1 thought would much 
better have anſwered its Title, if the 


Words regulating Elections, &c. had been 


intirely left out, and the Word deſtroying : 


Had been inſerted inſtead of the Word 
preſerving; and then it would have run 


more truly and glibely thus: An A for 


deſtroying the Peate, good Order, and Go- 


Vernment of * City Y London, 


BU T: as this Bill ĩs now” Gun | 
in Parliament; and as Vou, Sir, have the 


Honour to have a Seat and Vote there, 
you will give me Leave, as a Citizen, 
and one w — nothing more than-the 


« Welfare 
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| welfare and Proſperity of the City at 
Heart, to offer you ſuch. Obections 3 
gainſt it, as occurred" to me upon the 
Perufal of it, and ſuch as I am ſure will 
have thei” tis. Weight with, you, For 
T do not doubt to male it appear to 
„ your Satisfacti ion, and to the Satisfaction 
pf every reaſonable Man, that this Bill, 
far from redreſſing any one real Grie- 
Vance, will not only leave them all as 
it finds them, but will infallibly intro- 
| * | FE 9 more dad 


5 ro it; SR more 8 . 
me in this Undertaking, becauſe I am 
ſworn (as. is every other: Citizen upon 
taking un his Freedom) TO MAINTAIN = 
THE F&KANCHISBS AND CUSTOMS: OR , | 
THE | CITY, AND TO. KEEP: THE 7 
HARMLESS TO My POWER. — 

8 therefore; I. apprebhend any Danger to 

any of thoſe Franchiſes or Cuſtoms 1 

think ĩt not only my Intereſt, hut π 

Duty, to. contribute hat — F 

Mel: ha — them. 
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AND as this is my Dily, Þ is it 
Wh Duty of every other Eſtizen; and 
thereſore I am ſure you will concur 
with me in Opinion, that if any Citi, 
zen ſhould openly attempt, or private-, 
ly contrive either the Deſtruction or In- 
fringment of any of the Franchiſes, Cu- 
ſtoms, Privileges, or Immunities of the 
City, He would be a Violator of his 
Oath, a Betrayer of the Community, 
and ought to be treated worſe than a 
| publick and declared __ 


SIR, Bvery one who 8 the leaſt 
Knowledge in our City Affairs, cannot 
but have obſerved that for theſe fifteen 
Years paſt, we have had uncommon 
Struggles i in almoſt every popular Elec- 
8 tion, and that great Faults and Objec- 
tions have, upon ſuch Struggles, been 
frequently laid to Charge of our re- 
turning Officets, not only as if they 
were partial, but as if they made their 
Returns in Spight of a Majority and 
Numbers : : And perhaps this Charge 
B | hath 
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hath . not been always. withque. juſt 
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1 HIS, Sh, fußbolng it it t to de kl "A 
I ay well be reckoged among the grea- 
teſt of our Grievatices: and therefore: 
— order to Point . gut "the more _—_ 


= - uy RG On of f 
8 die moſt remarkable 8 
in the Manner it "has th hugs 
by thoſe” who "thi onghe” themfeldes 48 


grieved, from Whence (ance our Grle- 


. vances are now under the Conſideration 
of Farfament) "fothe" ulefil Hims may 
_ poffibly he 4 — pyUEIRR per 
and effectual Reniec 5 
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: FT kürtller bück [thin the Ee 7 
— whih Sir eye Womb, late AMerman of 
Broadftrees Ward" died. It Was then the 4 
Cuſtom in chiufing an Aldetman, 4 » 
| the Lord Mayer to cal a Watt ; 
* — tlie mijo Furt ef the Feen 
n n affembled, paying Sec, and beating 
E in The * Aeceptation of that > 


Expreſſion, 


OO (uy 
 Eypreſſion, ** chaſe two fit Perſons | 
to be returned. to the Court of Alder 
men, out of which that Court chose 


one to be the Alderman, who. was ab £4 


WP aitireed and Loom i iccofding- 
1 4 . 2 
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Vs 5 HE Yard"! was at har Time migh- 4 


aly div ed between | the two Brand con- 


RC ing Farties, and tlie Canren® for 
chuſing a new Alderman, Was likely to | 


” be carried to the greateſt Heights - 'On 5 


; the one Side were "fer up Sir John Szor, 
: and Sir Gerard Comers; and on the other 
Sir George Newland, and another Getifles 


man, whoſe Name I have forgotten. _— 


TH E Election came on, on the Day 
ippoltited, and à Poll "being demanded 
9 granted,” it "was raken accordingly : . 
pon Ca ſting g up. the Books,” there ap- 
Bog 7 "Majority: for Sir Geirs New. 


Lane and His Friend, and it Wa ; fo de- | 


- cared 9 78 a. Scruriny was Ike. 
Wie dejnandell an, e and Setu⸗ 


1 
. . 


kinecers Were re FIR 
blaow On {o ß 


YaivotedA -ordoobar 5 bots: 95 


„ 


- > 
* = - * 
% . 
* 


; 22 inter to N 1 Gs 


LEI 


- 
— —u—„V— — BEES. SA 
4 \ ? 
\ 


Fs 
5 * 
* 


: 5 E ek eters Frogs 
- ; 2 : 5 4 4 © 3-4 4 4; # , | 
* N 2 4 % % 


es 


quire into. the, + Qpalfeaions of eyery 5 
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# 1 will not 1 upon me * 8 
"he Conduct of the Chief Magiſtrate of 


the greateſt City in the World, in the 


Execution of his Office, and ſolemnly 
ſworn to execute i truly. Candor and | 
good Manners forbid ſuch a Proceed- | 
ing: I ſhall therefore only lay before 
vou tlie Ohjections made by Sir George 
.__ Newland and his Friends, whilſt the Scru- 
tiny was depending, which then made | 


great Noiſe, a eee much Cla- 
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5 7 HE Y publickly gave « out that he 2 
95 protracted the Scrutiny from Time to 
Time to an unreaſonable: Length, with- _ 
out any Cauſe; and that in all that | 
Time, he would not be prevailed upon 
to declare what was, or what was not 
the proper Qualification of 2 good Pol- 
ler. And that his Reaſon for this Was, 
op becauſe let what would have been the 


Teſt of 'a good Poller, there would 


5 2 N an undoubted Majority 
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| his dend, api 
Soo and cp. be 2 ET: - | 
1 HE 1 Git that this W Mate was "© 
90 viſible and glaring to him, that it 
threw him into the utmoſt Difficulties; 
ſometimes he would declare ſuch x Num- 
ber of Pollers for each Candidate, as 
gave a Majority againſt Sir George and 
His Friend; and + 21h leſt ſuch Decla- 


3; ration ſhould be found 'to be too groſly 


Ei tial, he would retract it, and deſire 
_ Time to conſider of it, and then he 
| W ould declare another N amber ; and 
yet he would ſtill refuſe to diſcover 
- upon what Gypungs he made uy ſuch 


"Ig wann 


2 H E Conteg it ſeems TOR oa 
Was carryed on not with a View of. 
making Sir Gerard Conpers the Alderman, 
but Sir Jahn Scot was the Perſon in- 
"tended ; and therefore againſt him all 
the Battery of the other Side was plan- 

And they had planted it ſo effec- 
: "rally, that norwirhſtanding all rhe Arr 


. e that * be ine to 


_ ave 


fave. him, he 0 as forced to acquicky 
Lord Mayor might have an Opportunity | 


= Side, ae e A, 939 other, d luly. . 


Wo to Party, he had ma ea fair and juſt - 


looked, upon the | returning, 


14 ) 
and ſubmit to be given up, that the 


from ſome croſs Polls that appeared up- 
on the Books, to declare Newland: on one 
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* SC party, from. this Action 


| the Lord-Mayor's S, took :Occaſjon t to mag. 
iy his Tmpartiality, AS Ho 
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Determination ; 4 "while | the other 8 8 
| Of Comers 
With Newland,” as 4 refolycc | Point in the 
Lord. Mayor, that neithet Newland: nor 
his Friend ſhould” be their abet, i 
for they foreſaw that the Court of Al- 
+dermen would give the Preference to 
Comer; * Fa. therefore that how f X 
3 ſoever this Return of che I rd 
Mayor s might appear, 215 *Dothing 

1995 Grimace, at Bottom. | . Tice, 1. 
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13 was no, Diffcree between, Si John Scot 
Jad sir G74 Cheri. Borh thote'Gen- 
tlemen, with Regard to the Ward, Rood 
poi equal Terms; the grand Grievikict 
being in having an n. Alderman itnpoſed 
upon dhe, © conraty to their dcin 
ion. wat 709" $701 - Bon 
2 ＋ N 588 De by « on BF N Ht 8 
5 rns and much mor » of the” ſite 
| Kind, was the Claniout of the T6 
upon that Occaſion : And to "id the 
Citizens the more, Pamphlets and Affi- 
davits were handed about thro” every 
ratter of the Town, to prove and vel 
cy” their Allegations; and no Pains : 
was — and 10 n or Mo- 
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wu if TrduRY "chat could be "uſed; this 
Struggle ended it hothing ; Sir 
=. 4 Cog was admitted and ein 
in Adern an ef that Ward, and has 15 | 
tinued"ro this Day." (9195 07 nat 
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PS. "ABOUT 8 aaa, upon 
ES the Death of another Alderman, a new 
Conteſt -aroſe. between Sir Peter Delme 
and Sir Samuel Clark, who ſhould be 
the Succeſſor. The Controverſy ran 
high for a 8 Time, but at _ 
laſt Sir Peter was declared and returned 


y elected Alderman, and was there- - 
2 ie Moen into * Of. 
| t 51 be ks VVV 
TAE Tote in * 
| ; Ge before, loudly excl: 


had foul Play done them. "They: inf. 
ed that Sir Samuel Clark was the Perlog 
_ duly elected; and many of them un 
took to prove it 88 and | 


= ſelyes Juſtice, they. applied themſelves 
-  - the. Courts of Law: Ns ts ink 
2 much Pains, and had ſpent much 
| Money and all to no Purpoſe, they 
Were forced to fit till and permit Sir 
Peter to enjoy his Office withour nter- 
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<= . . e ho 13 In __ two 
eee the Whigs triumphing, and 


the Tories exclaiming.' In the neut In- 
ſtanoe I ſhall ſhew you the Tables turn 
ed, tlie Tories . and the Whigs 
in an een ; * 2011 457 
F Niibg⸗ 1 SH 
AT the Wed 0 een for the 
laſt Parliament of the late Queen Ax: 


the Whigs ſet up four Candidates, = 


the Tories four more; the Struggle was 
pro Aris fotis; hut the latter had the 

good Fortune to have "ohe-* returning; 
Officers _ their Side. 8 
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IT Was now — . of the Whigs 
0 complain of Partiality Ootruption, 
and the undue Practices of the return- 
ing Officers at Elections; and upon that 
Occaſion they were not more modeſt 
than their ae in their Oureries. | 
S 23000055 CHW - 2041; JH 
3 THET bellowed aloud) Pwr Poll 
was kept open co an unneceſſary Length, 
only to give an Opportunity 
een e Dray men, and fuch ſort 


for common 
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they gave à Look 

fell foul upon the Government, the Com- 
mons, and in ſho 
* Men diftraQed.. Agd- yet, notwith- 
"+ TY "NONE 


IE. "TY : : 18 ? 
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of; People, to make a Majority againſt 
them, when it was known that the Re- 
turn of the Writ was ſo near, that there 
Vould not be Time to diſcover them 
upon a Scrutiny: That aſterwards when 


a Scrutiny had been demanded and gran 


ted, the Objections againſt their Friends 
were greedily liſtned unto, while the 


Objections they made were generally 


ted ; and at laſt, before the Scru- 


dias was finiſhed, and; without giving 
any juſt: Reaſon for their ſo doing, tlie 
Tories Were retur ed, and an 100 
| Sod: in Tae. en Fat 


3 


'T H E Whigs, 3 e tow this, 


5 prey not contain themſelves; they d 
N implacable, and became outragi- 


ous 3 they petitioned the Commons, com- 


2 — of the undue Election and Re- 
turn, and raiſed all their Poſſe to have 


1 


ard at the Bar of the Houſe ;: but 
not meeting with the deſired Succeſs, 
to their Paſſions, and 


rt almoſt all Mankind, 


tn) 


a er; could ſuy or do do, the 5 
four Members kept tlieir Seats 8 long 


as that Tame laſted. 
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FOR my. Party 1 band bus hefe 8 


ſon to believe that this great Clamour 


_ of the Whigs was without Foundation; 


and that ariſes from the Character of 
one of the returning Officers, wo has 
lived in this City ever ſince, with as 
much Reputation as any Man; and 
with Regard to his publick Behaviour 
as a Magiſtrate, may, perhaps, (except 


in that one Particular) be truly ſaid to 
be the only allowed Inſtance in it of a 125 


| pure _ oe br 


But ti to return to my Story : The Reign 
_ = the Tories -did not continue long, for 


the Death of the Queen proved their 
Downfal. At the firſt Election of Mem- 
ders to ſerve in Parlitment after the 
coming in of the King, they made a 
very inconſiderable Figüreg they were 
routed Horſe and Foot upon every Oc- 
Ko NY and hr oe tow! __ e 


Deen n. 
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_ while: the Whigs went an with fall Car 
ee and ere dun en , em. * 
1 5 4 ine 


9 H E Y had not ads: . long in in 

| the Saddle, befote they gaye, as the 
Tories ay, New, Occaſion of loud Com- 
plains I paſs by the annual Struggles 
dot, at the leon, * 


ances, Five Has, bows dackered: be 
more than Nine. If I were to give you 8 
Hiſtory. of theſe, it would 1 ws le 
nene lange a ee BSM 2” 
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deſerves your Natice, is that which hap- 

2 upon the Election of a new Al- 

| 7 arc or Broad-Str t Wards in the 5 \ / 
ri Richard Haar. 
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ried on 2 bes c Heat and —_— 
and upon caſting up the Poll, the Majo - 


th appeared for Mr. Bart,; but a Serv: | 


tiny being demanded and granted, che 


fame; as the * what carry'd on 
; 6 i . | with 
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Higgs! LY -o 3, * 98 SH 7, hens 238 Eng 45 18 5 
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TH K 1 alledged that ſuch Obhections | 
were made, and Diſtinctions form out, 
either to admit or rejett Pollers (as the: 
Caſe required) that lac never been 4 
14 of ee the Wand 3 = 
in gra on * as Was thought | 
_ neceſſary, the Lord- Mayor thought fit 
peremptorily to return Mr. Baylis, ary by 


E vouchſafing to gize any Reaſon (for 
his fo doing; and Mr. Balis was admit- 


* ou worn) in accondingy. 1 2 155 051 
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'H BR E again new Clamour aroſe, 
" the- loofing Side uſed all their Att and 


Induſtry, to load their Adverſaries with 1 
all the Dirt they could; Pamphlets, Pe-. 


. 


titions, and Remonſtrances were diſper- 


fed? abroad without Number, and Suits HA 


* WE 


at Law were commenced With | 
Warmth and Earneſtnefs; and if dis - 


Wiſdom of Man eould hajd"comrined En 


them proper Redreſs, they Would: have ö 
| ie no * or Expence to get it 
1 


« 72 
and yet after all, they were Te 0 
ſubmit and acknowledge Mr. Oe” * 
P. Alderman. 58 © 20 
N o long after 'this hes Wain 
arxiſing from the wicked Execution of the 
Saul Sea Scheme, gave the Tories a 
new Opportunity to exert — 
they got the Shrievalty into their Hands, 
and they were reſolved t 70 Oy it as Ly 
1 ech $43 * 
57 f 
i ON the e Hand, | ah Whiss 1 
and their other End of the Town Friends, 
looked upon that Office to be too conſi- 


. derable to be in the Power of Perſons 


tliey could not truſt: They had — | 
if n Inconveniency of it, and there- 
ſore no Stone was to bn. iſ dme 


} 1 1 „ ps yy ! 15 


5 TH E egy Election . Mid, 
ſummer was Twelve- month, againſt which 
the Heads, Tongues, and Hands of all 
Sorts of People, were at work on both 

_ Sides; and all the Tricks and Shifts that 
. 0 at any Fins acteg 


13 
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| 65 23 5 | 
Side againſt the other, were expoſed and 2 
publiſhed » wah: cunts Wien 48 Ma- 
| "np „ | | . CBE a | 
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'T H E 8 were Sir Tom Wal 
Ham and Mr. Lockwood, againſt Sir Ri- 
chard Hopkins and Mr. Feaſt; and upon 
a View taken of one of the greateſt 
Appearances that ever was ſeen in Guila- 
| Hall, the Sheriffs declared, as Was ex- 
_ peQed, the two former to be duly elec- 


VDV 
4 Pall was non nahi Li de- 
mandel and granted, and accordingly 
taken in the uſual Manner; and when 
ah ſame was cloſed, n e were 
appointed to caft up the Books, and a- 
ter a conſiderable Time ſpent ſor that 
Purpoſe, one of the Sheriffs came upon the 
Huſtings, according to Adjournment, and 
by the Common Serjeant acquainted the 
Citizens then aſſembled, that upon a careful 
Examination and Computation of Num- 
bers of legal Voters upon the Poll, he ſau 
no Reaſon to depart from the former De- 
claration he had made; and thereſore he 
ah con- 


1 


5 and did chen again 


Were billing; ſome 


2 


Ground, and Mr. Goufrey, the late 
Member, being near him, did, in the 


demand a Scrutiny, which: the Sheriff 
_ readily granted; and then having, with 
much ado; ——— —— 
eee witha had done, 


ö 99 
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confirmed ſuch his fo 


Miliams and Mr. Lockwood were duly e- 


lected Sheriffs of this City and County f 
1 e cad! he che: —_ lui 63 
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. — noiſy ſoever we Citizens generally | 
Are in our popular Elections, I believe 
that never was ſo mueh Uproar and Con- 


__ obſerver inthe Galabull hefore: 


55 


8 80 M E were ti an othets 
cryed: Milliums and 
„ and others called for the Num | 


> our Poll; And all this AUSern 


made duch un 3 Din i iv mat 


d to quit the — 
3 2 Ht: at Sil | dn 2954: 100 8 127 


TH . Sheriff, howerer; ſtobod His 


Name of ſeveral Citizens there preſent, 


sclare ohh: Sir =" 
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the Court, and departed. 
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*s 1 Þ5464 501 TH hose Q..- 
THE Whigs, when their Intereſt was 
mern aol bat _ 1 : 


ies ſh 2 — . in u any Ml. 
ncerted: Defign, at a Time when: the 
trong and powerful, was - 


£00. . to be endured. They 


olence 


ke upon it as àa Piec 
pa donable; and it is hardly conceive» 
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5 — fort it: wag: « Sar ce Ty 
Conſeſſion, that the Majority the 
Poll was againſt them, when. hay; refu-. 
ſed to declare what: the Numbers were; . 


and it Was :awikward;ienough” in 


t to demand a Poll, and have 


6 | 20 ee . * hat Was the Con- 3 


ended. 
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eee that the Citiaens ſhould have ; 
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bende Dels dur An. 
ONE would have A ea the 
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5 vTi in 9 Vear 1723, alter thoſe : 
be Points had been determined and fixed, 
ſome of the very ſame Perſons that i in the 
Year 1681, contended fo earneſtly for the 
City Rights, were the very Perſons that 
fo ſhamefully ha $0 d a 
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this a. little. more particularly. The Act 
ſays, that aſter a Poll or Ser utiny ſhall be 
demanded, the Right of adjourning the 
Hall till the fame be concluded, 201 the . 
Election Hniſhed, ſhall be in the Sheriffs, 


and no other: But in the Year 1 the Db 


' Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, without che 
Iheriffs, and in Spight of them, thought 
lit not only to-adjourn, but to diſſolve the 
Hall, while the Election was depending, 
and before the Scrutiny Was Fee 
or indeed regularly PEW: pf 800 . 
Tus Aa fays, That were any 73 0 : 
pute ſhall ariſe between the Sheriffs, 
fouching Adjournments, 1 or Zcru- 
tinies, 
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. tigies, that may impede the Fiſhing 
thereof, then ſuch Diſpute ſhall be de- 


mad” by the Lord-Mayar, and the 
Sheriffs ſhall obſerve his Orders and Di- 
rections; and in Default 'of Obedience ö 


thereto, the Lord-Mayor ſhall proceed: as 


the Sheriffs ſhou'd have done, in Caſe no 


Dilpute had happened. But here the 


Lor d- Mayor and Aldermen thought fit to 


give Orders and Directions, ſuch as con- 
eſuded the Scrutiny, and finiſhed the E- 


 kRion, before any ſuch 18 or Diffe-” : 
rence had ariſen. 
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1 HE Aa 8985 That bel a Poll or 

_ - Scrutiny ſhall be demanded and granted, 
the Sheriffs muſt finiſh the Poll in Three 15 
Pays, and finiſh the Serutiny, and make 5 


Return of the Perſons choſen within Seven 


_ Days after the finiſhing of the Poll. But the 


Lord-Mayor thought fit, as much as in 
Him lay, to hinder the Sheriffs from pro- 


: cceding on the Scrutiny, tho? they were 
obliged and required by the A& to finiſh 


it: And he, and his Brethren the Alder- 


| men, refuſed their Return of Sheriffs, tho? 
nd other Perſon whatſoever had "97 | 


i | Right v0 intermeddle therewith. 
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nad a Rigb ht. to hold the Huſtings, and to 


take the Poll for, the Election of their : Suc-. 


ceſſors, and to return them when el lected, 


and were, the only legal returning Officers 


| = 85 the Year 1681, they muſt- needs have 


fince. 
fame Ri ht in the Year 1723, 
it i had been _—_ med and eſtabliſhed by 


"I the Authority of an A8 of Common: 


neil, Which is the e 30s, 


4 dy of the Wh City: e ia | 
BUT if the Sheriffs * Year 37231 5 


or other wiſe misbeha- # 
| that be any Reaſon 
dermen ſhou d break 


through. an . 55 ee ch, or 


invade an Right of the Citizens, only 
ecauſ "the Sheri Ba: led * Wart. 


U T further, if a Defire, of doing 
EXE Juſtige was the Motive chat in 
that Court to:take ſo excraordinary 
2. Step, Why ſhou' d not the fame Cauls 
produce the fame Effects? 15 mean, why 
ud not d have: HK, + ſage Motive to 
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in the Lear 1723, were CARE to give | 
BENS againſf the Sheriff for making, 2 
falſe Return; and about nine Months 
after wards, Mr. Biſhop, and two others, 
were. refuſed to Sive Evidence to the 
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of his Belief, he having complained that 
the Sheriff had refufed, him the Inſpection | 
of the Poll Books; but Mr. Bab wass 
| ready to ſwear that he had inſpected both 
; Poll and Scrutiny,that he had taken an Ac- 
count of the good and bad. Pollers on _ 
Sides, and that Sir John. Williams had a 
* Magorir: y againſt r Wee of. 148 legal 
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ol in Spight me the Sheriff and his Poll = 
Books, but Sir Jobn Williams muſt needs 
>>. rejected i in Spight of a Majority both 
upon Poll and Scrutiny. © Are theſe tlie 
Methods for preſerving the Citizens 
Rights? Are theſe the Ways of doing 
cual Juſtice? Shall unconimon Steps be 
taken to procure one Man Redreſs, and 
ſhall Redreſs be denied another under tho 
9 Oy ſame Circumſtances *. 45 N 
„ HSE are Gitie of hs real Rae 
ances that our City at preſent labour 
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be ſenſible of them, And therefore it is =— 7. 
be hoped that they will naturally fall un. 
der the Conſideration of our 3 „ 
0 5 
2 . 1 Sigh I 1550 detained you too long, 
With a Detail of che Contro 
from our Elections: But, in Regard cb 
| Hot otherwiſe lead yon to the Source of ür. 
. © *Diſcontenes, you will be pleaſed to e— | 
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teipt and Defiance of thoſe Compbinity 


e yo; cannot . perceive, Sit, 1 ts | 
4 Account I have here given you that our 
Returning Officers, are generally the 2 5 

cCipal Perſons complain d of, and yet, 
that they have always Acted in | 5 


from whence we may reaſonably con- 
elude, that our Laws, as they no, __ 
ſand, are not en to prevent 10 5 
provoking an Evil. Ik 106 I 
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plain'd of, a Remedy for that Sore 19 

the main Thing wanting: And when 
Conſider the laudable Zeal you have his 
fſterto ſhewn' for the general Good of 
your Country, I cannot doubt but that | 
you will r eu urnoft 29) rocutre us 
ebe, Sg as. Wont... 
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© THE Bill dess as if it were parti- 


8 ealculated to ena ble Twenty Six 


Citizens te lord it ever all the reſt f 
their Neighbours, To give them ſuch 

Power, as they neither deſerve, nor are in- 
tituled to; and to take away from the 


reſt of their Brethren, without any 
Cauſe at all, Privileges. that they have 


+ been born to, and have had an uninter- 
rupted Poſſeſſion of for many Ages, To. 
_ indulge, the Returning Officers i in all the 
| Exorbitancies they have been guilty of, 
_ tending; to perpetuate, thoſe. Offices @ 
mong themſelves, and thereby to take 


- from rhe Citizens their Freedom of E- 


lectione, "vr to e them without Re- 
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1 "Ws 708 8 concur wii me in 55 
3 the lame Opinion of this Bill, when yo 

duly conſider; the ſeveral Parts of it: I 
4ſt 1 and very truly too, that | 
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et Cores, ant ML hank 


fully ſhewn the real Foundation and Occa- 


ſion of thoſe Controverſies, which this : 


Bill no where takes Notice of: It like- 


wiſe very truly ſuggeſts, that many evil 
minded Perſons, having no Right to 
vote, have intruded themſelves among the 
13 Citizens, - and vated at ſuch Elections; 1 
but I deny that ſuch voting is à Violation 
of the Citizens Rights, or of the Freedom 
„5 their Elections, or a Diſturbance to 


lick Peace, becauſe ; is the Buſi- 


And who have not a Right of voting, and to 


allo good Votes, and to reject bad ones, 5 
and therefore the Vote of a Perſon ha- 


ving no Right, $04 dards more : than if x 


E F one! naf Je at all. 
-0 11 35 the 3 Officer mould 


allow thoſe Votes to be good, which 
are really bad, that wou'd be a manifeſt 
Violation of the Citizens Rights, and of 


i the Freedom of their Elections: But then 
that is a Grievance which Gus 1 nk 
ed eee . m 
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5 provided likewiſe by this Bill, 
that * Freemen as are -Houſholders, 
paying Scot and bearing Lot, ſhall vote 


5 At all Ward Mote Elections: And is this 
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any News to Citizens, or does it ſettle 
or determine any Thing o The Queſtion 
always: was, what the Words Scot and 


Lot im ply'd and here the Grievance'1 =, - 
that the Returning Officer gives them 
what Conſtruction he plckſes: whereas 


ttzße Buſineſs of the Bill hola abe hben 
to have fixed a certain Meaning to thoſe 


Words „and to oblige. the Returning 
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IN com mon Acceptation he chiie dan 


| 1 the Church and Poor, is à Scot and 
Lot Man, 


an conſequently” a good Vo- 
Ter, and that was tlie Teſt that the Re- 
turning Officers generally went by; but 


it hath ſo Happen'd,, that when ſuch 


Seot and Lot Men made a diſagreeable 


Majority, à new Definition has been 
ſtarted up by our Returning Officers, and 


then to make a compleat Scot und Lot 
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Man, actual Payment of all 


whether aſſeſſed or not aſſeſſed, whether 

| demanded or not dethandied, has been 
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fully convinced that the Foundation of 

our Grievances at our Elections, ariſes 

from the ee # Proceedings of our 


| Returning Officers; and that this Bill 
| provides no — for thoſe Grievan- 
ces: But tho 1 fear I have already : 
ee tedious, I muſt ſtill beg your 
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Patience, while I endeavour! to ſnew, 
that this Bill, far from anſwering 
Ends of its Title, is a groſs Invaſion upon 


ſome of the moſt valuable Rights that the 


. Citizens enjoy: SH 05m) 
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„ill pristipal Right" ftrück at by 


this Bill, and indeed that which is both 


the Foundation and Support of all the 


reſt, is me 5 0 of the Commons of 
this City in C 
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| hs and ſeoma as if it were ſlot 
len in there, and as if the Authors were 


aſhamed yo [= erin Time 1 inſer- 5 
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which if ger ſettled, pl ran. Oh 


 rxoate Qpohſibe 8 25 Suits 


at Law. Well, ſuppoſing this true? 
What is lis Remedy? Why to put an 
ad fra fuck . for the future, 5 


Council thall ls, en the: Conley 


af the MajogiPart' of the Mayor and Al- 
dermen then preſent, that js in the? 


Words: That the Right of the Com- 
mong- in Common Council alſembleq t to 
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3 13 have ariſen between the Al. . 
dermen and Commons concerning , the 
making ef Acts of Common | Council, 


| ought, they a 


4s) 


TIO Count Men. The EY tis | 


Matter whether legally or illegally ee. 
ſenz when they are once in, they are 1 
for Life, and there is no buſting of them. 
But the Commons are choſen every Year ; 
They are the Reprtſentative Body of the 
whole City, and are together 
from Quarter of it; 20d if they don't 
behave themſelves one Lear as 3 
better are dises; ſo that the Citizens 35 
have much more Intereſt in, and Influence 
over erte N N . 


1 jt % 


CAN a Fn, & ik Bo 
Bu imagine, that all the Citinens are 
|  Drivelers, and not able to ſee 5 
fach Cobweb Atts as theſe: Are 80 
Rights of the Repreſentative Body of he 


55 wi City of London to be 4 from 
"ITY Nee drr a ſw Aldermen the other 
Day ſtarted a Cla Wich Beitlier they, 
nor oe Tas ever enjoyed. Oan it 
be called a proper Methed to end Diſ: 
pures between two contending Parties, to 
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ther may enjoy his Polſſionss % en 5 
that be thought a likely Method to end 


© | Diſputes, chat gives two Mien à new 
Power to controul Two: Hundred; and 


takes away, without any Reaſon at all 
from the Two: Hundred, the old accu 
ſtomed Right of including Ne ws. Fo 
dual within the Majority? = 
BUI further; as the Law: now - ſtand 5 
| theAldermen cannot raiſe or.create — 
tions in paſſing Acts of Common Coun- 
al, becauſe they are now included in the 
Majority, and are forced to ſubmit to ĩt; 


and if the Right they pretend to, be jun, | 
the Courts of Law are open, where they. 
are ſure to meet with all the Countenance 


that their Caſe will admit of. One would by 

therefore wonder, What ſhould induce oO 
them to 8 e Ponds RY IOW: „ 
E 5 E316 _— 1 wa hy | 
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will give them the Right they claim, . ; 


domineer over their Fellow Citizens be- en 
fore they have | attempted to make out = 


8 Right by Law ; Or can thoſe Gen- 


tlemen e call e the Patrom 
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: & 460g and boaſt of the iel 
Stand they Habe formerly mit, deſſre 

With a "dean Fa ace, to trample upon the, 

ETbettics of bo, great a City: Or i is the 

Power they ale how 7 aiming at,  conli- - 

ſtent with the Principles they profeſs 3 
| . or can tl rove by any one Inſtance, 


-th hey deſerve & great 2 a Power, or | 
it the Commons deſerve to loſe ſo Le | 


| fab i Priviledge: 


nut Kolar yet; * this . i is ſo 
fir from tenciß 
1 piblick Buſi 


ne 
x tat” it muff thaveiddbly occaſion ion new. 2 
| 6hes'; "6 becauſe it enables Two petulent 


OY and to end Diſp putes, 


derm to over-rule and' Füllt the 
5 terminations of the Collective Body 7 
5 of the Sirateſt City i in the World. 8 


FIE Bill farther ſuggeſts that the Li- 


1 2 are] egrowing too numerous: I'maſt 


wy in the bn oh its. dey co ; 


and if fo, it i is Well known that the In- 
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to prevent Obftructions 


Ee Iv 5 
habitants of this City are nt more 
in Number than they were a: 5 
and then the more Inhabitants, the more 
Livery-Men; and the more Livery-Men, 
the richer the City, and conſequently 
they cannot * 9 numerous. 5 


B U T. 8 0 did: The Que - 
het then will be who are the propereſt 


Perſons to reſtrain them. And why muſt 
the Aldermen ſo modeſtly take this Pow- - 
er to themſelves? Have they purſued the 
Intereſt of the City; or do they under- 
tand it better than their Neighbours 5 
Why then muſſ they, who are already 
grown ſo great as to be almoſt above in- 
habiting in the City, have a Power gi- 
ven them that affects every individual 
Citizen, rather than the Collective Body 
of thoſe Citizens, whoſe immediate Con- 
cern it is, and to whom the Truth of 
the Aﬀertion a to be beſt known. | 


> 10 are, e by oy Time pret- - 
ty well acquainted with the Conduct of 
bur Aldermen; and the Power they are 
4 gralping at 1 5 Bill, and you will cafily 
8 + Judge 


mas 
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os 
judge how: conſiſtent ſuch Power i is with 
the Liberties of a Free People; or with 
the Principles they themſelves profeſs; 
5 ne the Hans os the 9 as Tl now 
Rand. 
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a Letter, were. I to go through the many 


Incroachments that this Bill. makes upon 
the Rights of the Citizens. But there 


is one more which I think too material 


to be omitted; and that relates to the Cu- 


ſtom of the City, touching the Diſtribu- 
tion of the perſonal Eſtates of Freemen 


which the Bill falſſy givgg, as the Reaſon 


why wealthy Perſons carrying on the 
Trade of Merchandize in the City, do 
refuſe, or decline to take up their Free- 
doms. 


is know not ha the: Clauſe file! a-. 
baliſking this Cuſtom, was intended as 
a Compliment to any of our faſhionable 
City Husbands ; but ſure I am, that the 

Ladies are not kindly uſed by it; for it 
s certain that tlierg are very many hes 
bo brought rg has — a- 
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liſhed, 4 Miftrefs ay” to0 öſten carry a. 
way a a Wifes' 10 rfiine at the Noche g 


Death, and the poor Wife be leſta Kearding 
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5 Abolition of {6 ancient arid 5 venerable a 
Cuſtom; ' Children" unb6rn Wee : 
| rue it, rf a8 it diſannuls the | 5 
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them: And Parents who hid gre 5 
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